N 
V 


Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


John  Szaton 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 

7  (20o9. 065".  03(1 2 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/statuxxxxxxxxxslinc 


Chicago  Tribune 
December  30.  1966 


JOHN  SZATON, 
SCULPTOR,  IS 
DEAD  AT  AGE  58 

Services  for  John  J.  Szaton, 
58,  of  17710  67th  ct.,  Tinley 
Park,  a  sculp- 
tor and  protege 
of  the  late  Lor- 
ado  Taft,  will 
be  held  at  11 
a.  m.  tomorrow 
in  the  chapel 
at  183d  street 
and  Harlem 
avenue,  Tinley 
Park. 

Mr.  Szaton 
died  Thursday 
in  South  Sub- 
urban hospital,  Hazel  Crest, 
with  a  statue  of  a  coal  miner 
unfinished.  It  was  to  be  raised 
on  the  Indiana  state  capitol 
grounds  in  Indianapolis  to  honor 
that  state's  coal  miners.  A 
similar  statue  by  Mr.  Szaton 
stands  on  the  Illinois  state  cap- 
itol grounds  in  Springfield. 

Mr.  Szaton  came  to  Chicago 
in  1928  and  studied  at  Lorado 
Taft's  studio  here  until  the 
great  sculptor  died  in  1936.  His 
works  include  a  Lincoln  relief 
in  Vincennes,  tod..  13  "panels 
at  the  Northwest  armory,  a 
memorial  at  Lane  Technical 
High  school,  and  two  memorial 
groups  at  Cedar  Park  ceme- 
tery. 

Survivors  include  his  wife, 
Genevieve;  a  son,  John  M.,  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Marcia  Pendex- 
ter,  and  a  sister. 


C/)i/7r&nne-/£>-3e> 


>  •r 


f?6> 


THE   MIGRATING   LINCOLN 

LAWRENCE    COUNTY.     ILLINOIS    -    SCULPTOR    -    NELLIE    V.    WALKER 


LINCOLN  SHRINE 

BOY  SCOUT 

PILGRIMAGE 

FEBRUARY  12 


SPONSORED  BY 
THE  LINCOLN 

NATIONAL  LIFE 
FOUNDATION 


Back-yard  sculptor's  legacy  -  Chicago  Tribune 


http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2002-05-22/news/02052 1 0 1 84_l_m. 


(Chicago  tribune 


Breaking  News.  Since  1847 

Home      News      Business      Sports      A&E      Travel      Health      Opinion      Real  Estate      Cars      Jobs      Deals 

Breaking       Chicagoland       Suburbs        Nation  &  World       Obituaries        Health        Clout  St.        Politics       Watchdog       Schools        Religion        Lottery 

Home  -►  Collections  -»  Chicago 


0 

TVveet 


Related  Articles 


Back-yard  sculptor's  legacy 

Modest  John  Szaton  of  Tinley  Park  carved  life-sized  art 

May  22,  2002  |  By  Charles  Stanley.  Special  to  the  Tribune. 

A  Tinley  Park  resident  has  made  an  enduring  mark  at  the  state  Capitol  in 
Springfield. 

But  he  was  no  politician.  He  was  a  sculptor. 

The  late  John  Szaton's  most  prominent  and  widely  known  sculpture,  "The  Coal  Miner,"  sits  on  the 
Capitol's  front  lawn.  Millions  of  people  have  seen  the  7-foot-tall  statue  since  it  was  dedicated  in  1 964  as  a 
memorial  to  the  thousands  who  lost  their  lives  in  Illinois  coal  mines. 

But  Tinley  Park  residents  who  don't  want  to  travel  to  Springfield  to  see  it  may  view  the  original  plaster 
model  on  display  in  the  Tinley  Park  Historical  Society's  museum.  The  museum  is  blocks  from  the  home 
where  Szaton  created  it  in  a  modest  garage  studio. 

Szaton  was  born  in  1907  in  Ludlow,  Mass.  While  he  was  in  high  school,  an  art  teacher  took  him  to  nearby 
town  to  hear  a  talk  by  the  famed  Illinois  sculptor  Lorado  Taft. 

"Taft  would  do  what  he  called  clay  talks  at  various  art  schools  and  high  schools  around  the  country,"  said 
Marcia  Pendexter  of  Naperville,  Szaton's  daughter.  "Often  in  doing  these  tours  and  lectures  and  talking  to 
people,  he  would  find  a  particular  student  who  looked  like  they  had  promise  and  he  would  invite  them  to 
come  to  Chicago  to  be  an  apprentice.  He  needed  people  to  be  plasterers,  people  who  could  construct 
armatures,  people  who  could  carve.  My  father  heard  Taft  and  he  came  to  Chicago  in,  I  believe,  1928, 
after  some  sort  of  overture  from  Mr.  Taft." 

Szaton  attended  classes  in  the  Art  Institute  of  Chicago  and  the  now-defunct  National  Academy  of  Art  in 
Chicago  while  working  as  a  craftsman  on  many  Taft  projects.  He  assisted  Taft  with  the  Justice  figure 
displayed  at  the  1932  Century  of  Progress  World's  Fair  in  Chicago,  the  Haym  Solomon  Monument  on 
Wacker  Drive  in  Chicago  and  the  Patriots  group  statue  at  the  Louisiana  Capitol. 

Szaton  also  worked  for  other  sculptors,  including  Nellie  Walker,  his  wife's  aunt,  in  creating  her  Lincoln 
Trail  Monument  in  Vincennes,  Ind. 

In  1940  Szaton  created  the  War  Memorial  sculpture  at  the  Northwest  Armory  in  Chicago.  In  1947,  for  a 
fee  of  $1 ,500,  he  developed  and  completed  the  lifesize  "Indian  Shooting  the  Stars"  at  Lane  Tech  High 
School,  which  was  erected  in  the  Chicago  school's  Memorial  Garden  and  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
Lane  students  who  lost  their  lives  in  World  War  II. 

A  favorite  sculpture 

In  1947  he  completed  a  popular  bronze  and  limestone  memorial  for  Babyland,  a  resting  place  for 
youngsters  at  Cedar  Park  Cemetery  in  Calumet  Park.  The  sculpture,  "Now  I  Lay  Me  Down  to  Sleep," 
which  shows  a  mother  flanked  by  a  young  son  and  daughter,  was  his  favorite. 

Szaton  stayed  with  the  South  Side  art  studio  founded  by  Taft  until  it  disbanded  in  1947,  11  years  after 
Taft's  death. 

Szaton  and  his  family-wife  Genevieve,  daughter  Marcia  and  son  John  Jr. -then  moved  to  Tinley  Park  to  a 
compact  brick  home  at  17710  S.  67th  Ct.  At  the  time,  Tinley  Park  was  a  small  rural  village. 

On  weekdays  Szaton  would  drive  to  Chicago  to  work. 

"He  didn't  make  much  of  a  living  with  the  artwork  and  actually  was  employed  as  a  greeting  card  engraver 
to  make  ends  meet,"  said  John  Szaton  Jr.,  who  lives  in  Park  Forest.  "Then  he  would  do  his  sculpture 
commissions  on  the  side." 

"About  a  year  after  we  moved  to  Tinley  Park,  he  built  a  big  kind  of  oversize  garage,"  said  Pendexter.  "It  was 
higher  than  it  normally  would  be  in  the  center  because  he  anticipated  doing  lifesize  or  a  little  larger  than 
lifesize  figures." 
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"It  was  a  wooden  frame  building,  probably  humongous  by  today's  standards,  that  was  big  enough  for  four 
cars,  although  he  rarely  put  the  car  in  there,"  said  Szaton  Jr.  "It  really  was  there  as  a  studio,  and  it  was 
where  he  did  a  lot  of  his  work.  His  real  love  always  was  sculpture.  He  dabbled  in  drawing  and  art  but 
always  came  back  to  sculpture." 

His  wife  once  noted  that  "John's  first  love  was  working  with  clay.  He  was  always  creating  something  new. 
When  we  moved  [to  Tinley  Park]  and  began  raising  a  family  he  often  came  home  from  his  job  and  worked 
clear  into  the  night  on  a  project." 

In  his  Tinley  Park  studio,  Szaton  completed  other  commissions,  including  works  representing  Faith  and 
Hope  for  Cedar  Park  Cemetery. 

A  fateful  commission 

In  1963  Szaton  received  the  commission  to  create  "The  Coal  Miner."  The  statue  had  been  the  dream  of 
Vachel  Davis  of  Eldorado,  III.  Davis,  a  former  coal  miner  turned  writer  and  artist,  presented  his  painting  of  a 
coal  miner  to  the  state  in  1946  and  then  became  obsessed  with  the  idea  of  a  permanent  memorial  to  coal 
miners. 

Finally,  after  more  than  1 5  years  of  effort  by  Davis  and  with  the  help  of  a  local  legislator,  the  state 
authorized  $15,000  for  a  statue  to  be  set  on  the  Capitol  grounds.  Davis  was  acquainted  with  Szaton  and 
asked  him  to  submit  a  sketch  for  the  statue  based  on  Davis'  earlier  painting.  When  that  was  accepted, 
Szaton  created  an  18-inch  model  of  a  miner  in  boots,  bib  overalls  and  hard  hat,  with  a  pick  resting  on  his 
right  shoulder;  the  model  was  approved  and  the  contract  awarded. 
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Lincoln  Trail  Memorial    |H 


West  End  of  Lincoln  Memorial  Bridge,  US  Route  50, 

Lawrenceville 

Email  for  Information 

Open:  Dawn-Dusk 


The  Lincoln  Trail  State 
Memorial  marks  the  location 
where,  according  to  tradition, 
Abraham  Lincoln  entered 
Illinois  with  his  family  in  early 
March,  1830. 
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The  monument,  sculpted  by  s 

Nellie  Verne  Walker  and 

dedicated  in  1938,  is  a 

full-length  bronze  figure  of  Lincoln  set  within  a  sculptured 

limestone  wall  panel  that  depicts  three  adults  and  two  children 

walking  beside  an  ox-driven  covered  wagon,  with  an  angel 

leading  them  to  their  new  home. 
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Amy  Martin,  Director 
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D.  Jeanie  Cooke 

Meiinda  Spitzer  Johnston 

Anthony  J.  Leone,  Jr. 
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Historic  Sites 

Site  Hours 
Albany  Mounds 
Apple  River  Fort 
Bishop  Hill 
Black  Hawk 
Bryant  Cottage 
Buel  House 
Cahokia  Courthouse 
Cahokia  Mounds 
Cambell's  Island  Memorial 
Carl  Sandburg 
Dana-Thomas  House 
David  Davis  Mansion 
Douglas  Tomb 
Fort  de  Chartres 
Fort  Kaskaskia 
Governor  Bond  Memorial 
Governor  Coles  Memorial 
Governor  Horner  Memorial 
Grand  Village  of  the  Illinois 
Halfway  Tavern 
Hofmann  Tower 
Jarrot  Mansion 
Jubilee  College 
Kaskaskia  Bell  Memorial 
Kincaid  Mounds 
Korean  War  Memorial 
Lewis  and  Clark 
Lincoln-Herndon  Law  Offices 
Lincoln  Log  Cabin 
Lincoln  Monument 
Lincoln  Tomb 
Lincoln  Trail  Memorial 
Lincoln's  New  Salem 
Lovejoy  Memorial 
Martin-Boismenue  House 
Metamora  Courthouse 
Mount  Pulaski  Courthouse 
Norwegian  Settlers  Memorial 
Old  Market  House 
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Lincoln  Trail  State  Memorial 

From  Wikipedia,  the  free  encyclopedia 

The  Lincoln  Trail  State  Memorial  is  a  sculpture  group  designed  in  1937  by  Nellie  Verne  Walker  and 
erected  in  1938  to  commemorate  the  first  entrance  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  then  a  destitute  21 -year-old 
frontiersman,  into  Illinois.  It  is  located  at  the  west  end  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Bridge  on  Business  U.S. 
Route  50  in  rural  Lawrence  County,  approximately  1 1  miles  (18  km)  east  of  Lawrence ville.^ 

Description 

Lincoln's  own  memories,  and  independent  fragmentary  records,  point  to  the  family  of  Thomas  Lincoln 
entering  Illinois  in  early  March,  1830,  crossing  over  the  Wabash  River  by  primitive  flatboat  or  ferry  from 
their  former  home  in  Indiana.  After  unloading  themselves  from  the  boat,  the  Lincoln  family  would  have 
hitched  up  their  oxen  to  the  cart  or  wagon  that  carried  their  modest  household  goods,  and  begun  to  trudge 
northwest  on  the  primitive  trails  that  led  to  open,  unclaimed  farmland  in  central  Illinois.  Walker's 
sculptural  installation  depicts  the  scene,  with  the  family,  animals,  and  oxcart  depicted  in  bas-relief  carved 
in  Bedford  stone  and  a  tall  young  man,  representing  the  young  Lincoln,  cast  in  bronze  and  given  a 
prominent  place  on  the  pedestal  in  front  of  the  relief.'-  ^ 

Following  their  entry  into  Illinois,  the  Lincoln  family  trekked  to  what  is  now  the  Lincoln  Trail  Homestead 
State  Memorial  near  Decatur,  Illinois,  where  young  Abraham  parted  ways  with  his  family.  The  Lincoln 
Trail  State  Memorial  was  installed  in  1938  during  the  administration  of  Illinois  Governor  Henry  Horner,  an 
admirer  of  the  Lincoln  legacy.  A  bridge  had  replaced  the  old  flatboats  and  ferries  that  had  previously 
crossed  the  Wabash  River.  Horner  hoped  that  the  Memorial  would  both  pay  tribute  to  the  young  Lincoln 
and  also  serve  as  a  sort  of  roadside  welcome  center  to  westward-bound  drivers  on  U.S.  Route  50,  which 
was  then  a  key  east-west  trunk  route  in  the  central  U.S.  states.^  ^ 

Less  than  thirty  years  after  the  installation,  however,  the  federal  Interstate  highway  system  bypassed 
Lawrence  County  and  its  Memorial.  As  of  201 1,  the  Lincoln  Trail  State  Memorial  continues  to  mark  a 
bridge  entry-point  into  Illinois;  the  Memorial  is  an  unstaffed  site  operated  by  the  Illinois  Historic 
Preservation  Agency^  ^ 
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